The Pinnacle Ludism List 


380 plus board games that define the philosophy, aesthetics, and design of the Ludism game movement 
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An interactive art piece that was lost in time 





Based on the book, 

Ludism: Board Games That Will Get You High 
https://www.amazon.com/Ludism-Board-Games-That-Will/dp/0998920355/ 
(click the link above to buy the book!) 


..and for those always interested, please support Ludism.org and the work of Ron Hale-Evans. 





I been playing board games since Doom: The Board Game. 1 don’t call any of these games “tabletop games,” as this is 
a semantic flaw. Realize, this must imply that the net world is superior to the meat world, and that the true definition 


of a game can only exist in net space. Games exist in front of us. Video screens, digital technology, and computers 
cannot surpass the anthropocene. Humans play games. Without such technology, we will always play sports and board 
games. 


Now they say “where is the board in card games?” I reply back, “where is the table in tabletop games?” The concept 
implies we need a table, not a floor, to play an umbrella term of games right in front of us. As if all sports are actually 
“ball games,” and the physical reality is a subjective choice, not a reality. “Tabletop games” is not just a pretentious 
definition, but denies human nature in favor of subculture and neoliberal ideology. It’s as pathetic as calling all board 
games “analogue.” (There is no machine, or Skynet AI, controlling us). 


My answer to this soyboy consumer culture is Ludism. Ludism is a radical subculture influenced by hippy aesthetics, 
new age philosophy, and random and unbalanced game design. Eurogames omit the sense of player interactivity. 
There must be an interaction between two human beings. There must be negotiation, diplomacy, adaptability, and 
random modulation, in order to produce pure creativity. The player expresses himself, and the game changes every 
new session. 


This game design philosophy matches the abstract aesthetics that remind of us of the psychedelic. A poor game is like 
Root, with its non-interactive gameplay, and cringe CalArts aesthetics. A great, Ludic game is Cosmic Encounter. 
Cosmic Encounter is the greatest board game of all time, and will lead the Ludic revoultion. 


I can dedicate an entire list towards game design literature. But perhaps collecting, reading, and playing board games 
is superior to buying stuffy books on Julius Evola or Hegelian socialism. A board game is not only its rulebook, but a 
collection of material things, or a Gesamtkunstwerk what art truly can be. Rules are only the expression of the game. 
It’s how the human mentats and lawyers control the play and interface. 


I could also go on about how I have a deep hatred towards the board game cafe, or why the fuck people eat food while 
they play a board game (and who would eat McDonald’s while playing Go?). These are all depraved and decadent 
values. I understand some people treat Ludic games like drugs, and playing a board game can produce a vision of 
ecstasy. But I have standards. I hate dumb people. Ludism is a board game vanguard. An avant-garde movement about 
an Oulipo style of board gaming forgotten by the bourgeoisie. 


The following is a list of board games I have played at least once, or own a copy of. I believe I played more than 500 
board games. Previously in my Ludism book, I have criticize the BoardGameGeek consumer class that brag about 
owning more than 1000 or 2000 board games. It’s not possible to play that many games on a daily basis, let alone 
actually play any of those games a second time. If there are 365 days in a year, and someone brags about having more 
than that number, obviously they could play a new game every day for year. But they don’t, and that’s why these 
people are dumb. 


This pinnacle list of Ludism is close to 400, and it will be updated when I feel like it should. If you want to start a 
board game collection, please only use this list as your ultimate check-list. This is a superior board game list. You 
could play these games for the rest of your life. 

Don’t judge a game because it’s NeoPets, but see it as nothing more than numbers and shapes. Ask, “what is program 
behind all of it?” Each board game is like a single computer program. How can they be judged? What does this 
machine offer? This is about design. 


The following machines inspired me. And I wish more people knew about this kind of art, as opposed to the gay shit 
out there like Terraforming Mars or The Settlers of Catan. Klaus Tueber is a good designer, but Catan is joke. 


Have fun with this list. Click on the title and see if the game is something you would buy. Ask me personally what I 
think about each one. I have an opinion on each machine. In fact, you should buy my book. 


I will convert you. 
Join Ludism. 


Every other game sucks. 


Fuck video games, unless they are digital interpretation of board games. 
-pilleater 

12/21/2021 

www.pileater.com 

www.youtube.com/pilleater 


https://bio.link/pilleater 
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LUDISM: THE GAMES 
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11 Swing States (2015) 





221B Baker St.: Sherlock Holmes & the Time Machine (1996) 
3D Risk (1996) 

4000 A.D. (1972) 

4th Dimension (1977) 

504 (2015) 

The 7th Guest: Infection (2019) 

A la carte (1989) 

Abilene (1983) 

Acquire (1964) 

Adventurer: A Game of Man to Man Brawling in the Far Future (1980) 
Africa (2001) 

After School Curse Club (2018) 


Age of Renaissance (1996) 





Aggression (1973) 
Akrotiri (2014) 


Ali Baba (1993) 


Alien City (2002) 





Alpen Express (2005) 

Altar Quest (2020) 

Ambush! (1983) 

Amoeba (2009) 

Das Amulett (2001) 

Amun-Re (2003) 

Ancient Conquest (1975) 
Android: Netrunner (2012) 
Annihilator / OneWorld (1980) 
Antike (2005) 

Apocalypse: The Game of Nuclear Devastation (1980) 


Aquarius (1998) 





Aquarius Rising (2012) 

Arcanum (2005) 

Arkansas Bluff (1975) 

Around the World in 80 Days (1986) 
Article 27: The UN Security Council Game (2012) 
Attack! (2003) 

Attila (2000) 

Auf Achse (1987) 

Auf Achse Junior (1992) 

Australia (2005) 

Axiom (1988) 

Aztlan (2012) 

Backpacks and Blisters (1993) 
Barbarossa (1988) 

Basari: Das Kartenspiel (2014) 
Battle Cattle: The Card Game (2001) 


Battlecars (1983) 


Bausack (1987) 











The Big Cheese (1998) 

Bin'Fa: The Tao of War (2015) 
Black Vienna (1987) 
Blockhead! (1952) 

Blood Bath at Orc's Drift (1985) 
Blood Royale (1987) 
Boomtown (2004) 

Border Reivers (2006) 

A Brief History of the World (2009) 
Brummi (1994) 

Builders of R'lyeh (2012) 

Burn Rate (2002) 

Bus (1999) 


Calamity! (1983) 





Camelot (1930) 


Camelot (2005) 





Canyon (1997) 

Captain Future (1980) 

Cartagena (2000) 

Castle Danger (2002) 

Celestia (2015) 

Celestial Rainbows (2013) 

Chaos Marauders (Second Edition) (2009) 
Chaosmos (2015) 

Choose One! (2013) 

Circus Flohcati (1998) 


La Citta (2000) 





Clans (2002) 


Class Struggle (1978) 


Classic Warlord (2012) 
Cleopatra's Caboose (2010) 
Cockroach Salad (2007) 

The Compleat Strategyst (1954) 
La Conquéte du Monde (1957) 
La Conquéte du Monde (1957) 
Conspiracy Theory (2017) 
Cootie (1927) 

Copenhagen (2019) 


Corinth (2019) 





Cosmic Coasters (2001) 
Cosmic Domination (2015) 
Cosmic Encounter (2008) 
Cosmic Encounter (2000) 
Cosmic Kaboom (2016) 
Covert Action (2007) 
The Crusoe Crew (2019) 
Cube Farm (2002) 

D100 Dungeon (2017) 
Dame 2000 (1987) 
Darkover (1979) 


DeathMaze (1979) 





Decktet (2008) 

Devil Bunny Needs a Ham (1998) 

Diceland (2002) 

Doctor Who: The Game of Time & Space (1980) 
Doge (2000) 


Don Pepe (1999) 





Doom: The Boardgame (2004) 


Down with the King (1981) 


Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde (1997) 
Draco & Co (2001) 

Dragon Masters (1991) 
Dragonmaster (1981) 
DragonStone Mine! (2016) 
Dungeon! (1975) 
DungeonQuest (1985) 
Dungeons & Dragons: The Fantasy Adventure Board Game (2003) 
Dwarven Dig! (2002) 

Dynasty League Baseball (1985) 
Earth Game (1979) 

Easter Island (2006) 


Ebola Monkey Hunt (1998) 





Edel, Stein & Reich (2003) 

Efni (2001) 

Eins, Zwei, Drei (1976) 

Elemental Towers (2018) 

Elric (1977) 

Enchanted Forest (1981) 

Enochian Chess (1941) 

Entdecker (1996) 

Escape from the Hidden Castle (1989) 
EuroGame 


European War (2010) 





Expedition (1996) 
Fast Food Franchise (1992) 


Fire in the Lake (2014) 





First Contact (2018) 


Fist of Dragonstones (2002) 





Fist of Dragonstones: The Tavern Edition (2018) 


Flea Market (2015) 

Fluxx: The Board Game (2013) 

Fossil (1998) 

Frank's Zoo (1999) 

Freedom in the Galaxy: The Star Rebellions, 5764 AD (1979) 
Freeloader (2002) 

Frontier-6 (1980) 

Fuzzy Heroes (1992) 

Fuzzy Sooper Heroes (1993) 


Fzzzt! (2009) 





Gangsters (1992) 


Genoa (2001) 





Get Out (1998) 

Ghost Chase (2001) 

The Godfather Game (1971) 
Going, Going, GONE! (2013) 
Got It! (2010) 

Grand Master (1986) 

El Grande (1995) 

The Great Brain Robbery (2000) 
The Great Khan Game (1989) 
Groo: The Game (1997) 

Das groBe Unternehmen Erdgas (1982) 
Gunslinger (1982) 

Hack Attack (2000) 

Han (2014) 

HeroQuest (1989) 


History of the World (2018) 





Hoax (Second Edition) (2016) 


The Hobbit Adventure Boardgame (1994) 


Hyborian Risk (1981) 

Hyle (1979) 

Imperial (2006) 

Intrigue (1994) 

Ivanhoe (2000) 

Iwari (2020) 

Judge Dredd: Block War (2018) 
Junk Art (2016) 

Junta (1978) 

Junta: Las Cartas (2016) 

Junta: Viva el Presidente! (2010) 
Ka-Boom (2013) 

Kablamo (2004) 


Kapitan Wackelpudding (1994) 





Katamino (1992) 

Key Largo (2005) 

Key to the Kingdom (1990) 
King Arthur (2014) 

King's Bounty (1991) 
Kingmaker (1974) 
Kings & Things (1986) 
KLASK (2014) 
Knightmare Chess (1994) 
Kremlin (1986) 

Kremlin (Third Edition) (2014) 
Kreta (2005) 

Kunst Stiicke (1995) 
Legend of Camelot (1987) 
LEGO Creator (1999) 


Lemma (1987) 


Lie, Cheat & Steal (1971) 
Lifeboats (1993) 

Light Speed (2003) 

Little Italy (2007) 

Long Live the King (2006) 
The Lord of the Rings Tarot Deck and Card Game (1997) 
Lost Worlds (1983) 

Die Macher (1986) 
Machiavelli (1977) 
Magalon (1998) 
Magnifico (2008) 
Maharaja (2021) 


Maharaja: The Game of Palace Building in India (2004) 





Mammoth Hunters (2003) 


Man Bites Dog (2002) 





Mandala (2003) 

The Market of Alturien (2007) 
MarraCash (1996) 

Mascarade (2013) 


Masons (2006) 





Medici (1995) 


Men at Work (2019) 





Menara (2018) 


Mertwig's Maze (1988) 





Metropolis (1984) 
Micro Robots (2016) 


Mighty Empires (1990) 





Minos (1991) 





Mirror, Mirror (2011) 








Mississippi Queen (2019) 





Modern Art (1992) 

Monster Maker 30th Anniversary Remake Edition (2018) 
Monsters Menace America (2005) 

more dude (2018) 

Morisi (2000) 

Munchkin Treasure Hunt (2014) 

Murphy's Magic Island (1992) 

The Mystic Wood (1980) 

Mythgardia (2009) 


Mythology: A Game of Adventure in the Age of Heros (1980) 





The Nacho Incident (2005) 
Nanofictionary (2002) 

Narnia Risk Junior (2006) 
Nations (2013) 

New York (1995) 

Nodwick: The Card Game (2002) 


Nuclear War (1965) 








Nuke Your Neighbor (1983) 

Oasis (2004) 

Oi! Dat's My Leg! (1989) 

Order of the Stick Adventure Game: The Dungeon of Dorukan (2006) 


Organized Crime (1974) 





Orion (1971) 

Pan-Kai (1960) 

Paths of Glory (1999) 
Penguin Soccer (2007) 
Pentomino (1969) 
Pentominoes (1953) 
Pete the Pirate (2000) 


Das Phantom (1993) 


Piecepack (2001) 
Plague! (1991) 

Primordial Soup (1997) 

Project Skyline (2004) 

Pyramids and Flags (2010) 
Quartermaster General (2014) 

Quarto (1991) 

Quintazone (2005) 

Quintazone-Chaser (2012) 

Quo Vadis? (1991) 

Regatta (1967) 

Regatta (2005) 

Renaissance of Infantry: Tactical Warfare, 1250 A.D-1550 A.D (1970) 
Ricochet Robots (1999) 

Riddle of the Ring (1982) 

Risk: Game of Thrones (2015) 
Rummikub (1977) 

Runngus' Game (1980) 

Saboteur: The Lost Mines (2018) 

Safari Jack (1998) 

Samarkand (1980) 

Santa Timea (2009) 

Schoko & Co. (1987) 

Schotten Totten (1999) 

Scotland Yard (1983) 

Search for the Emperor's Treasure (1981) 


The Secret Door (1991) 





Sesam, puzzle dich! (2012) 





Shark (1987) 


Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective: The Thames Murders & Other Cases (1982) 


Showbiz (1984) 








Sidibaba (2008) 

Skurdir (2002) 

Slapshot (1982) 

Snail's Pace Race (1985) 
Snit's Revenge! (1977) 


The Solo System (2016) 





The Sorcerer's Cave (1978) 

Space Hulk (1989) 

Space Sheep! (2013) 

Special Train (1948) 

Spy Alley (1992) 

SpyNet (2017) 

The Star Game (1989) 

Star Traders (1987) 

Star Trek: The Enterprise 4 Encounter (1985) 
Star Wars: Escape From The Death Star (1990) 
Star Wheel (2007) 

StarCraft: The Board Game (2007) 

Starships (1980) 

Steel and Crystal (2002) 


Stomp! (1978) 





Strange Synergy (2003) 
StreetSoccer (2002) 
Struggle of Empires (2004) 
Stuff and Nonsense (2015) 


SuperGang (1985) 





Supermarché (2014) 
Superpower (1986) 


Superpowers (2009) 





Survival / The Barbarian (1979) 
Swashbuckler: A Game of Swordplay and Derring-do (1980) 
Sword & Skull (2005) 

Swords & Wizardry (1980) 

Taj Mahal (2000) 

Take That (2016) 

Tales of the Arabian Nights (1985) 
TAMSK (1998) 

Targui (1988) 

Terra (2003) 

Tetris (1989) 

Thebes (2007) 

Throneworld (1997) 

Time Breaker (2019) 

Titan (1980) 

Tongiaki: Journey into the Unknown (2004) 
Torres (1999) 

Toscana (2010) 

Toy War (1992) 

Trade (1974) 

Trade Winds (1960) 
TransAmerica (2001) 

Trogdor!! The Board Game (2019) 
Troika (2012) 

Tutankhamen (1993) 

Twixt (1962) 


Tycoon (1998) 





Ugg-Tect (2009) 


Union Pacific (1999) 


Universe (1966) 





Unlur (2002) 

Urland (2001) 

Valley Of The Four Winds (1980) 
Valley of the Mammoths (1991) 
Vertigo (1990) 


Viktory (2005) 





Viktory II (2006) 

Viktory: Terror in Europe (2014) 
Villa Paletti (2001) 

Villages (1991) 

Vinci (1999) 

Wacky Wacky West (1991) 
Walnut Grove (2011) 

WarCraft: The Board Game (2003) 
Warhamster Rally (2001) 


Warlock (1980) 





Warrior Knights (1985) 
Waterworks (1972) 
Web of Power (2000) 
Western Empires (2019) 
Wind River (2008) 
Wiz-War (1983) 
Wizard's Brew (2013) 
Wobble King (2018) 
Wordsmith (2019) 
World War 5 (2008) 


Wu Hsing (1969) 





Zargo's Lords: Magic Duels for World Power (1979) 


ZERTZ (1999) 


Zombie in My Pocket (2010) 





Zong (1994) 

Zoom Zoom Ka-Boom!! (2011) 
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